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that were you to close your eyes, you would swear it was
the genuine article.
Hunting is good in Central America's mighty jungles.
Speaking of a tropical rodent in six letters beginning with
* a,' the agouti is only one of an endless zoological collection.
The trees are alive with barking baboons and the little howling
monkeys with their babies on their backs, who skip along
their vast aerial highway night after night, bound on their
heckling quests that never seem to commence anywhere nor
get anywhere. There's mountain cow, black jaguar, wild
boar, tapir, whip-tailed iguana, paca, coati mundi, the sloth
hanging for hours and hours by his tail, as motionless as a
sack of oats. Here's the hunter's paradise as well as the
answer to the cross-word puzzle addict's fondest dream.
Through the immense entanglement of branches and over
the misty, miasmic inland waterways wing mournful egrets,
flying symbols of spotless purity splashed against the green
and yellow and lavender of the jungle. Chattering parakeets
and macaws flash their gaudy reds, greens, yellows, and blues
against the verdant backdrop in utter disregard of the hunter's
gun. Wild turkeys are a little cagier, Nature somehow com-
municated to them the knowledge that they are choice eating,
but they can be picked off by patient stalking, although this
frequently means building a smudge and standing in the midst
of it, choking and blinking, to keep the mosquitoes from
settling in a solid black mass on the back of the neck or on
any other exposed section of the anatomy. For real results,
however (and I'm not saying for real sport) the best method
is to hunt at night with a jack-light. Alligators are a set-up
under such conditions; their beady red eyes come right up
to the side of the dugout and you can almost lean over and
whack them with a hammer, whereas at day-time it is rare
that you can get close enough to one of them to get a decent
shot. Practically any animal responds to that mysterious
night light, and it's just a question of which particular pair
of blazing eyes you care to shoot between.
Extended hunting trips involve no end of hard work and
privation. You may have to carry your own hammocks,